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This guide details all the visits and attractions that we currently offer 
in Washington. All the options featured have been researched by our 
education and travel experts to help ensure your trip meets your learning 
objectives and outcomes. 

How to Personalise your trip
1. Please take time to review this guide. Each option details what you can experience during

your trip and useful information. All of the options are suitable for Cross-Curricular groups
but where appropriate we have suggested specific subjects they can support.

2. Having decided what you would like to incorporate into your itinerary, contact your Tours
Specialist for the latest price list and they will help you create your personalised trip.

3. Once we have received your booking form and deposit payment we will then start work
on booking all of your chosen visits and attractions, and confirm them back to you.

Your Study Experiences Team
Your Study Experiences Team will be available throughout your booking, helping you 
create the ideal trip for your educational needs and supporting you during the build up to 
the trip itself. 

Call us on 020 8335 4455 or  

email team@studyexperiences.co.uk

Study Experiences 
Cantium House, Railway 
Approach, Wallington   SM6 0BP

Washington 
Personalise your trip

White House

Washington Monument
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Washington
Washington, D.C., formally the District of Columbia and commonly referred to 
as “Washington”, “the District”, or simply “D.C.”, is located on the Potomac River, 
bordering the states of Maryland and Virginia. As the capital of the United States it is 
defined by imposing neoclassical monuments and buildings and is home to all three 
branches of the federal government and some of the most recognisable US landmarks 
- the giant domed Capitol building on ‘the Hill’, home to the Senate and the House of
Representatives, the vast Library of Congress and the Supreme Court, and of course
The White House itself.

National Mall

Stretching over two miles between the Capitol and the Lincoln Memorial and flanked 
by the Smithsonian museums, the National Mall is America’s most visited national park, 
where the past, present and future come together. According to the American Institute 
of Architects, half of Americans’ top 12 favourite architectural gems line the Mall. 

The monuments and memorials in this park honour American forefathers and heroes who 
paid the ultimate sacrifice in service to their country. From the “I Have a Dream” speech 
to the AIDS Quilt, the Mall is the national stage where movements and celebrations take 
place, where people gather to have their voices heard. As your students wander along the 
wide, pedestrian-friendly, tree-lined boulevards they can take in the history and scenery 
of this stretch of land nicknamed America’s front yard which includes the Washington 
Monument, the Lincoln Memorial, Vietnam Veterans’ Memorial, the Smithsonian 
Institution, The National Gallery and the National Archives to name just a few.

National Park Service Rangers

National Park Service Rangers are among the uniformed employees charged with 
protecting and preserving areas set aside in the National Park System by the United 
States Congress and/or the President of the United States. This includes the majority 
of the memorials as key places of interest such as the White House Visitor Centre. 
Easy to spot in their distinctive uniforms; grey shirt, green trousers and beige hat, the 
Rangers are normally on duty at memorial or historical sites from 9:30 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
daily and at other venues according to opening hours. They can help with any specific 
questions you have about the site you are visiting and general orientation.

Washington DC’s Cherry Blossoms

Each spring, the cherry blossoms lining Washington DC’s Tidal Basin burst into colour 
in a beautiful display of floral fireworks. The peak bloom period lasts only a few 
days, normally at some point during the first two weeks of April but precisely when 
it happens varies each year. Although it is very tempting to try and plan a visit to 
coincide with this event it does affect the availability of accommodation and services 
in D.C. so we don’t recommend this.  

National Mall
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• Site of the Epicurean Eating House and the Snow Riots

• Site of the National Era offices – that first serialised Uncle Tom’s Cabin and was the
site of the Pearl Riots

• Pennsylvania Avenue – the story behind the Women’s Suffrage Parade

• U.S. Commission on Civil Rights

• Freedom Plaza & The Willard Intercontinental Hotel

• Story of the Freedom Riders

• The White House North Lawn – site of many protests for Civil Rights of all kinds.

Can support:
•	 Politics

Can support:
•	 Politics
•	 History

Can support:
•	 Art & Design
•	 History

Can support:
•	 Civil Rights
•	 History

Guided Tours 
– Walking or by Coach
Washington: Orientation
This tour brings your group to the top of “the Hill.” Visiting the seat of America’s 
legislative and judicial branches it allows your students to not only explore these 
beautiful buildings, but the meaning behind them, gaining an understanding of the 
American political system and how it came to be. Your guide will take you inside what 
many consider the most beautiful building in the city for a Library of Congress tour and 
provide your group with tickets to further explore the Capitol building after your tour.

Political: Capitol Hill & Library of Congress
This tour brings your group to the top of “the Hill.” Visiting the seat of America’s 
legislative and judicial branches it allows your students to not only explore these 
beautiful buildings, but the meaning behind them, gaining an understanding of the 
American political system and how it came to be. Your guide will take you inside what 
many consider the most beautiful building in the city for a Library of Congress tour and 
provide your group with tickets to further explore the Capitol building after your tour.

Architecture: Georgetown or National Mall
Choose from either a tour focussing on the architecture of Georgetown or along the 
National Mall.

Georgetown’s shady lanes and cobblestone streets reflect another side of the Capital. 
It is Washington’s genteel, southern side where Presidents lived when they were just 
Congressmen and where the Founding Fathers laid out the plans for the city on a tavern 
bar top. This historic tour focuses on the houses and sites of a town that still invokes the 
image of refinement and class after 300 years. Over 250 years of growth and 
development means that your group will see Victorian to modern home’s, industrial 
centres turn to condos, and what it takes to retain modern amenities in a historic district. 

Experience an insider’s look at the design of the District on and off the National Mall. 
Explore some of the District’s most prominent architectural marvels and best kept 
secrets, while hearing about the conflicts, controversies, and personalities involved in 
the design and construction of these iconic buildings. From Neoclassical to Brutalist, 
learn the stories behind the bricks and mortar.

Civil Rights
From black America, to women to gay rights, on this special Civil Rights tour, your 
group will learn about the history of the Civil Rights movement in downtown 
Washington. Visits and discussion include:-
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Lincoln Assassination
It was a night that changed the history of a nation forever. Journey back in time with 
your guide to learn about the three-pronged attack designed to decapitate the U.S. 
Government. Shrouded in mystery, intrigue and conspiracy, the assassination of the 
16th U.S. president has fascinated Americans and foreigners for nearly 150 years. 
On this tour you’ll understand the characters, walk the streets, and see the buildings 
where this great drama played out in the Lincoln Assassination. From The White House, 
home to the president, your students will follow in his footsteps past the site of the 
attack on Secretary of State William Seward, the National Theatre where Tad Lincoln 
learned of his father’s death, the home of Vice President Andrew Johnson, ending 
outside of Ford’s Theatre and Peterson’s Boarding House. Entries to buildings are not 
included in this tour but can be arranged separately, subject to availability

Washington: Orientation
Choose from either a sightseeing tour during the day taking in some of Washington 
D.C.’s most important sights, monuments and places of interest, or enjoy a tour at
night with all the iconic monuments lit up.

Visits & Attractions
Capitol Building
The United States Capitol is a monument, a working office building, and one of the 
most recognisable symbols of representative democracy in the world. The world-
famous domed building is home to the House and Senate and it’s where America’s 
congressmen and congresswomen conduct business, debate laws and pass bills on 
behalf of the American people. The Capitol also houses an important collection of 
American art, and it is an architectural achievement in its own right. 

Construction of the U.S. Capitol began in 1793. In November 1800, the U.S. Congress 
met in the first completed portion, the north wing. In the 1850’s, major extensions to 
the North and South ends of the Capitol were authorised because of the great 
westward expansion of our nation and the resultant growth of Congress. Since that 
time, the U.S. Capitol and its stately dome have become international symbols of our 
representative democracy. The U.S. Capitol Visitor Centre is the newest addition to this 
historic complex. At nearly 580,000 square feet, the Visitor Centre is the largest project 
in the Capitol’s more than two hundred year history and is approximately three 
quarters the size of the Capitol itself. The entire facility is located underground on the 
east side of the Capitol so as not to detract from the appearance of the Capitol and the 
grounds were designed by Frederick Law Olmsted in 1874.

To tour the historical areas of the Capitol beyond the Capitol Visitor Centre, you must 
participate in a guided tour. A tour starts at one of the orientation theatre with a 13-minute 
film, “Out of Many, One,” which will take you on a journey through our country’s struggle to 
establish the world’s first truly representative democracy and introduce you to the 
magnificent building that houses our Congress. Once inside the historic Capitol, you will see 
the Crypt, the Rotunda, and National Statuary Hall before returning to the visitors centre. 
Free guided tours can be pre-booked, subject to availability.

Library of Congress
Founded in 1800, making it the oldest federal cultural institution in the nation, the 
Library of Congress is the research library that officially serves the United States 
Congress and is the de facto national library of the United States. On August 24, 1814, 
British troops burned the Capitol building (where the Library was housed) 
and destroyed the Library’s core collection of 3,000 volumes. On January 30, 1815, 
Congress approved the purchase of Thomas Jefferson’s personal library of 6,487 books 
for $23,950 to help restore the collection. 

As the largest library in the world it contains more than 164 million items on 
approximately 838 miles of bookshelves. The collections include more than 38 million 
books and other printed materials, 3.6 million recordings, 14 million photographs, 5.5 
million maps, 8.1 million pieces of sheet music and 70 million manuscripts. Approximately 
half of the Library’s book and serial collections are in languages other than English. 

Not just impressive in terms of what it houses, the design and architecture are worth 
giving attention to. A structure consisting of several stories built underground of steel 
and cast iron stacks, with décor in the Beaux-Arts style featuring fine decorations, 
murals, paintings, marble halls, columns and steps, carved hardwoods and a stained 
glass dome.

Can support:
•	 Politics
•	 History

Can support:
•	 Politics
•	 History

Can support:
•	 History
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Supreme Court
The Supreme Court is the highest tribunal in the nation for all cases and controversies 
arising under the Constitution or the laws of the United States. The Court stands 
as the final arbiter of the law and guardian of constitutional liberties. Its charge, 
emblazoned over the doors of this building, is to ensure “Equal Justice Under Law.”

The building, majestic in size and rich in ornamentation, serves as a home to the Court, 
and the manifest symbol of its importance as a coequal, independent branch of 
government. Architect Cass Gilbert designed the building in a classical Corinthian 
architectural style to create harmony with nearby congressional buildings. Its design 
details depict both American and legal themes and during a visit you can discover 
many of the building’s sculptural elements. Highlights include the John Marshall Statue, 
portraits and busts of Justices, and two self-supporting marble spiral staircases.

The Supreme Court does not offer guided walking tours, instead visitors are encouraged 
to tour the building on their own which can include a short film, and court-related 
exhibitions. In addition to the Courtroom, portions of the First and Ground Floors are 
open to the public.

The National Archives 
The National Archives in downtown Washington is known to most people as home to 
the Declaration of Independence, the Constitution and the Bill of Rights, However it 
also holds in trust for the public the records of ordinary citizens—for example, military 
records of men and women who have fought for their country, naturalisation records of 
the immigrants whose have shaped the nation, and even the cancelled check from the 
purchase of Alaska! Plus it holds one of four copies of the Magna Carta.

The National Archives was established in 1934 by President Franklin Roosevelt, but its 
major holdings date back to 1775. They capture the sweep of the past: slave ship 
manifests and the Emancipation Proclamation; captured German records and the 
Japanese surrender documents from World War II; journals of polar expeditions and 
photographs of Dust Bowl farmers; Indian treaties making transitory promises; and 
a richly bound document bearing the bold signature “Bonaparte”—the Louisiana 
Purchase Treaty that doubled the territory of the young republic. These and other 
historical documents help tell the stories of America’s history as a nation and as 
a people. The most popular exhibits of historical records and presidential papers viewed 
are:-

• The Public Vaults and the Charters of Freedom (the Declaration of Independence,
The Constitution, and the Bill of Rights)

• Exhibits about American Presidents (each one since Herbert Hoover) in the
Presidential libraries.

White House Visitors Centre
Since John Adams first took residence in 1800, every president since has called 
The White House and its surrounding grounds his place of work, rest, and solitude. 
Recognisable around the world, the White House stands as a symbol of democracy. Its 
park grounds serve not only as the seat of the executive branch of government of the 
United States of America, but also as an iconic place for civil discourse.

A tour of The White House is normally arranged via the British Embassy in Washington 
however, until further notice access for foreign nationals to White House tours as part 
of an Embassy-sponsored public tour group is on hold. Even when tours do become 
possible, availability is limited, and tours can be subject to last minute cancellation. 
Instead we recommend you visit the White House Visitor Centre 
which offers a window into the president’s iconic home. Your students can explore an 
interactive touchscreen tour of the White House, view over 90 artefacts from 
the White House collection and view the 14 minute film, “White House: Reflections 
From Within.” 

The President’s Park, which includes the park lands surrounding The White House, 
is composed of approximately 82 acres and is home for many significant statues, 
memorials and structures which give context to our lives today.

Can support:
•	 Politics
•	 History

Can support:
•	 History
•	 Civil Rights
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Ford’s Theatre
Ford’s Theatre is a historic theatre in Washington, D.C., used for various stage 
performances beginning in the 1860s. It also claims one of the great crime stories of 
all time. On April 14, 1865, in full view of a theatre audience packed to the walls and 
celebrating the impending end of a brutal war, the President of the United States was 
assassinated. The murderer was not only seen by all, he was instantly recognizable to 
most - and he got away. There are a variety of visit options available but we 
recommend the ‘Historic Site’ visit which includes:-

•	Museum – see rare artifacts from the Lincoln assassination, follow Lincoln’s
presidency and learn about the conspiracy.

•	Theatre – self-guided tour (Ranger talks are subject to availability).

•	Peterson House – visit the house where Lincoln died. The house is located across
the street from the theatre. This small home accommodates 15 people at a time.

•	Aftermath Exhibits – View exhibits about what happened immediately after the
assassination. Follow Lincoln’s funeral train from Washington, D.C., to Springfield,
Illinois, and learn about his legacy. Or follow John Wilkes Booth’s escape and the
trial of the conspirators.

Monuments & Memorials
Washington Monument

Built to honour George Washington, the commander-in-chief of the Continental 
Army and the first President of the United States, the Washington Monument is the 
defining feature of the District’s skyline and one of the nation’s most recognisable 
structures. Once the tallest building in the world, at just over 555 feet, the monument 
to America’s first president still holds the title of world’s tallest stone structure and 
obelisk. It took two phases of construction to complete; hence the different colour of 
the stone which begins at the 150-foot mark.

A 70-second elevator ride whisks you to the observation deck at just over 555ft and a 
view from the top gives an unparalleled panorama of the nation’s capital. When taking 
the elevator down the monument, make sure to look for the 193 commemorative stones 
lining the interior walls, which were presented by individuals, societies, States, cities and 
nations from around the world. 

Please note that the monument is closed for repairs until spring 2019 and prices are 
therefore not currently available. It is however still worth seeing the exterior and the 
grounds which have remained open and are free of charge. 

Lincoln Memorial & Reflecting Pool

Towering over the Reflecting Pool this majestic memorial is a shrine to Abraham Lincoln 
- 190 feet long and 119 feet wide it reaches a height of just under 100 feet. Its design
inspired by ancient Greek temples consists of 36 marble columns, each representing
one state in the U.S. at the date of President Lincoln’s death. As you climb the steps into
the interior you will see a memorable quote above the 19-foot tall, 175-ton statue of a
seated Abraham Lincoln overlooking the Mall of the country that he fought so hard to
preserve and unite. The quote reads “In this temple, as in the hearts of the people for
whom he saved the Union, the memory of Abraham Lincoln is enshrined forever.”

To the left of the statue is Lincoln’s great speech, the Gettysburg Address, perhaps the 
most famous in U.S. history. Every single word of the Address is etched into the wall to 
inspire Americans just as it did so in 1863. To the right is the entire Second Inaugural 
Address, given in March of 1865 and mere months before Lincoln’s death. With a clear 
sky the view from the steps at sunset is impressive, in particular with the Washington 
Monument in the distance. As you descend you’ll reach the Reflecting Pool, a 
permanent part of the backdrop for inaugurations, demonstrations, rallies, and marches, 
including the 1963 March on Washington led by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. at which he 
delivered his famed ‘I Have a Dream’ speech. The Reflecting Pool also appears in the film 
Forrest Gump during his speech before an anti-war demonstration.

Can support:
•	 History
•	 Politics

Can support:

•	 History

•	 Politics
•	 Civil Rights
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Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial
Dedicated in 2011, this memorial pays tribute to the famous American pastor, activist, 
humanitarian, and best-known leader in the civil rights movement: Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Dr. King received the Nobel Peace Prize in 1964 for combating racial inequality 
through nonviolent means.

The memorial itself is based on a line from Dr. King’s famous “I Have a Dream” speech, 
which was delivered from the nearby steps of the Lincoln Memorial during the March 
on Washington for Jobs and Freedom in 1963: “With this faith, we will be able to hew 
out of a mountain of despair, a stone of hope.” The memorial depicts King as the “stone 
of hope” and the two pieces of granite placed near him as the “mountain of despair.”

The Franklin Delano Roosevelt Memorial

This memorial, which honours the 32nd president of the United States, is composed 
of four “rooms” which represent each of President Roosevelt’s four terms as 
commander in chief. Bronze sculptures of the president, First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt, 
his trusty canine and first pet Fala, as well as scenes from the Great Depression of 
fireside chats and waiting in bread lines are surrounded by engravings of 21 famous 
quotes and waterfalls and fountains cascading over red South Dakota granite. The 
memorial provides an in-depth experience and unparalleled insight into the trials and 
tribulations of America’s longest serving president.

Korean War Veteran’s Memorial

The Korean War Veterans Memorial was dedicated in 1995, on the 42nd anniversary 
of the armistice that ended the conflict. The memorial consists of 19 statues of 
soldiers representing a squad on patrol, drawn from each branch of the Armed Forces. 
The 19 figures create a reflection on the wall, symbolizing the border between North 
and South Korea: the 38th parallel. Alongside the soldiers stands the Mural Wall with 
more than 2,400 photographs of men, women, and dogs who served in Korea.

Can support:
•	 Civil Rights
•	 History

Can support:
•	 History

Can support:
•	 History

Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial
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Vietnam Veteran’s Memorial

This memorial honours members of the U.S. armed forces who fought, died in service 
or were labelled MIA in the controversial Vietnam War. It is divided into three separate 
parts: the Three Soldiers statue, the Vietnam Women’s Memorial and the well-known 
Vietnam Veterans Memorial Wall which chronologically lists the names of more than 
58,000 Americans who gave their lives in service to their country. 

Controversy surrounded the memorial’s unconventional design for its dark colour and 
lack of decoration, but it quickly became a place of grieving, pilgrimage and healing; 
today it stands as one of the most visited and moving memorials on the National 
Mall, as visitors have made a tradition of leaving mementos, letters and photographs 
of loved ones lost in the war.

World War II Memorial

This World War II Memorial honours the spirit and sacrifice of the 16 million men and 
women who served overseas and the more than 400,000 that perished. The memorial 
built to celebrate the heroes of the ‘Greatest Generation’ remains one of the most 
visited sites on the National Mall, with more than 4.2 million visits in 2014. Each year, 
more than 300 Honour Flights bring World War II veterans, as well as those who 
served in the Korean and Vietnam wars, to the memorials dedicated to their service

Thomas Jefferson Memorial

Frequently ranked by visitors as their favourite piece of architecture on the National 
Mall, the Jefferson Memorial serves as the site of many annual events and ceremonies 
including memorial exercises, an Easter sunrise service and the National Cherry 
Blossom Festival. The memorial, which stands as a symbol of liberty, was designed as 
a smaller version of the Roman Pantheon with marble steps and monumental ionic 
columns; its interior holds a bronze statue of Jefferson and the walls are inlaid with 
excerpts from his letters, speeches and the Declaration of Independence. 

As philosopher and statesman, Thomas Jefferson served in many capacities during 
his life: lawyer, politician, scientist, linguist, meteorologist, book collector, architect, 
farmer and diplomat. His two most famous posts were as the third U.S. President 
and the writer of the first draft of the Declaration of Independence. The memorial is 
meant to reflect his diverse and plentiful accomplishments.

Can support:
•	 History

Can support:
•	 History

Can support:
•	 History
•	 Politics

Jefferson Memorial
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Museums
The Smithsonian Institution Museums

Collectively called the Smithsonian Institution, the world-renowned museum and 
research complex consists of 19 museums and galleries in Washington, DC, (and its 
bigger sister facility, the Udvar-Hazy Center in Virginia) as well as the National Zoo, all 
of which are dedicated to public education, research, national service, and scholarship 
in art, design, science, technology, history, and culture. From the origins of man at the 
Natural History Museum to the future of space travel at the Air and Space Museum, 
Smithsonian museums are a guide to the most fascinating aspects of our world. The 
museums contain nearly 140 million objects, works of art and specimens altogether. 
You and your students can take advantage of the fact that general admission is free 
at every location. You will find details below of two of the most popular museums 
to visit, information can however be provided on the Smithsonian Castle, African 
Art Museum, American Art Museum, National Portrait Gallery, American History 
Museum, American Indian Museum, Natural History Museum, Hirshhorn Museum & 
Sculpture Garden, Postal Museum, Renwick Gallery, Freer Gallery, Sackler Gallery and 
the Ripley Center International Gallery.

National Air & Space Museum
This museum showcases the amazing technological achievements that have 
progressed aviation and space exploration throughout the last century. The historical 
objects on display are fundamental to the story of flight. The 1903 Wright Flyer owns 
the distinction of flying the world’s first successful flight, and you can see the heavier-
than-air flying machine in person. There’s also Charles Lindbergh’s Spirit of St. Louis, 
the first aircraft to complete a nonstop flight from New York to Paris.

The Apollo 11 Command Module Columbia, the only portion of the Apollo 11 spacecraft 
to return to Earth, is prominently displayed in the ongoing Space Race exhibition. Visitors 
can also touch a sample of a lunar rock brought back from the Apollo 17 mission in 1972.

As part of the museum’s 40th anniversary there was a major makeover in the works for 
the museum’s central exhibition space which is now the ‘Boeing Milestones of Flight 
Hall’. This redesigned area now features new and familiar objects (including The 
Enterprise from Star Trek), a new open floor plan, more aviation and spaceflight stories 
and an exclusive mobile experience that lets visitors personalise their exploration. The 
Air and Space Museum also has an IMAX Theatre, a planetarium and a public 
observatory with a safe solar telescope. 

The National Museum of African 
American History and Culture
Established in 2003 by an Act of Congress, The National Museum of African American 
History and Culture became the 19th Smithsonian Institution museum. It is the only 
national museum devoted exclusively to the documentation of African American life, 
art, history, and culture. The building has five floors above ground and three floors 
below with an exterior inspired by crowns used in West African art. It houses 11 
exhibitions covering a variety of topics from history and culture to community, music 
and the arts. The exhibitions include:-

• Slavery & Freedom – as the centrepiece of the museum, this exhibition explores
the complex story of slavery and freedom.

• Defending Freedom, Defining Freedom: Era of Segregation 1876-1968 – this
exhibition takes visitors from the end of Reconstruction through the Civil Rights
movement of the 1960s.

• A Changing America: 1968 and Beyond – the impact of African Americans on life
in the United States—social, economic, political, and cultural—from the death of
Martin Luther King Jr. to the second election of President Barack Obama.

• Making a Way Out of No Way – learn about the ways in which African Americans
created possibilities in a world that denied them opportunities.

• Sports: Levelling the Playing Field – learn how African Americans have contributed
to sports in America and how sports have helped people respond to injustice.

• Musical Crossroads – the story of African American music from the arrival of the
first Africans to today’s hip-hop.

• Cultural Expressions – this exhibition serves as an introduction to the concept
of African American and African diaspora culture. It examines style, food and
foodways, artistry, and creativity through craftsmanship, social dance, gesture
and language.

Can support:
•	 Civil Rights
•	 History
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United States Holocaust Memorial Museum
Spanning three floors this museum contains multiple exhibitions. The Permanent 
Exhibition, The Holocaust, presents a chronological history of the Holocaust through 
artefacts, photographs and film footage. Throughout the exhibition, you will also 
encounter personal objects and the eyewitness testimonies of individual survivors. The 
three floors exhibit the following:-

• Nazi Assault : 1933 to 1939 – this opening floor explores the rise of the Nazi party
in Germany in 1933 through the outbreak of World War II in September 1939.
This portion of the exhibition explores turning points in the Holocaust such as the
Nuremberg Race Laws, Kristallnacht, the Voyage of the St. Louis, and the Invasion
of Poland.

• The “Final Solution” : 1940 to 1945 – the middle floor examines the evolution
of Nazi policy toward the Jews, from ghettoization to mass murder in killing fields
and gas chambers. On this floor, visitors will encounter primary-source artefacts,
information on the invasion of the Soviet Union, photos of deportations of Jews to
camps, and oral testimonies from Auschwitz.

• Last Chapter – the final floor displays the liberation of the Nazi camps and the
Allied victory over Nazi Germany in 1945, rescue and resistance efforts, and the
aftermath of the Holocaust. At the end of this floor, you can sit in the exhibition
theatre to watch video testimonies of Holocaust survivors.

• Other temporary exhibitions, located on the second and ground floors of the
museum, do not require passes for entry and can be viewed anytime during
Museum operating hours. This exhibition is recommended for visitors 11 years
and older.

Newseum
As the only museum dedicated to free expression and the five freedoms of the First 
Amendment — religion, speech, press, assembly and petition — it’s a conversation-
inspiring experience you won’t find anywhere else. The Newseum’s seven expansive 
levels feature unique artefacts, interactive exhibits and multimedia galleries. 
Experience thrilling stories of First Amendment freedoms in action and discover how 
they continue to shape and connect our world every day. 

Education meets inspiration at the Newseum, where there’s more to every story. 
Students will unlock a deeper understanding of history, media and current events as 
they explore the 15 galleries, 15 theatre and dozens of interactive spaces and up-to-
the-minute displays.

International Spy Museum
Enter the shadow-world of spying where all is not what it seems, and your students 
will discover a new way of thinking about the world in which they live. The 
International Spy Museum is committed to educating students and educators about 
espionage in an engaging way and to providing a context that fosters understanding of 
its important role in and impact on current and historic events. The Museum provides 
unique resources for educators and students that are both inter- and multi-disciplinary.

Having memorised a cover identity your students can explore the Museum’s ‘School 
for Spies’ gallery in which over 200 spy gadgets can be discovered. From the 
buttonhole camera to the lipstick pistol, students will be amazed by the real world of 
espionage and the science and technology of spy gadgetry. Students can also test their 
spy skills at interactive stations that explore disguise, surveillance, observation, and 
analysis.

In themed exhibition galleries, students explore over 2,000 years of the ‘Secret 
History of History’, from spies of ancient times through to the Cold War and into the 
21st Century. Finally, students examine the impact James Bond has had on the public 
perception of the real world of intelligence in the Museum’s newest exhibition 
‘Exquisitely Evil: 50 Years of Bond Villains’. Discover how each villain provides a 
window into the real world threats and fears of recent history. We recommend you 
allow 1.5-2 hours for a self-guided visit.  A variety of themed workshops can be added 
to your visit such as ‘Cuban Missile Crisis’ and ‘Operation Code Breaker’, full details 
and prices details are available on request.

Can support:
•	 History

Can support:
•	 History
•	 Media Studies
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Across the Potomac River
Arlington National Cemetery
Located across the Potomac River from Washington, D.C., the Arlington National 
Cemetery is home to more than 285,000 honoured dead. Among the thousands of 
white headstones are the graves of President John F. Kennedy, Supreme Court Justice 
Thurgood Marshall, world champion boxer Joe Louis and the Tomb of the Unknowns. 
Visitors are encouraged to discover Arlington’s rich history, witness the time-honoured 
ceremonies, take in the scenic landscapes and grounds, wander through the 
headstones and monuments, reflect on the names, and ponder the stories each person 
could tell. 

Your group can join an Interpretive Public On/Off Trolley Tour to explore the rich 
history found within the cemetery grounds. Weekday stops are near the Ord & Weitzel 
walking gate to see the U.S. Marine Corps War Memorial, President John F. Kennedy 
gravesite, U.S. Coast Guard Memorial, U.S. Army Gen. John J. Pershing’s gravesite, the 
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, and the Arlington House (The Robert E. Lee Memorial). 
Weekend stops also include near Sections 55 and 60 and the Sept. 11 Memorial. The 
tour takes approximately 1 hour if you choose to not to get off at any stops. Pick-ups 
at stops are every 20 minutes. Private Tours with a live narrator can be arranged.

The Pentagon
The Pentagon is the home to the Department of Defence and is located in Arlington 
County, Virginia.

There are approximately 23,000 military and civilian employees along with about 
3,000 non-defence support personnel. This building is distinctive in its design; five sided, 
five stories above ground and two stories below building containing a large central 
courtyard and five concentric rings of offices. Uniquely it also has no lifts, and 284 
bathrooms, as when it was being built the United States was still segregated by race; 
therefore, planners designed the building to have separate bathrooms for black and 
white employees. 

The Pentagon can only be visited with a British Embassy-sponsored pre-booked tour. A 
tour is 60 minutes and covers approximately 1.5 miles inside the Pentagon. All tours 
will be exposed to the history and facts pertaining to the four branches of the military 
(Army, Marine Corps, Navy, and Air Force). Depending on the status of the building 
when you visit, you may have an opportunity to visit the indoor memorial placed near 
the September 11th crash-site, along with the September 11th Memorial Chapel. Also, 
the names of all the recipients of the Medal of Honor may be seen in the Hall of 
Heroes, as well as an up-close look at an actual Medal of Honor medallion. These are 
just a few of the many exhibits that may be seen on a tour. 

Arlington Cemetery, Memorial Amphitheatre
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Where to Eat
As there are numerous places in Washington to choose from to grab breakfast, a snack 
for lunch, or a meal for dinner, it is easy to make your own arrangements. If however, 
you prefer, your Study Experiences Tours Specialist can pre-book evening meals 
for your group to enjoy at selected restaurants that offer good service and decent 
portions of quality food to suit students on a budget. Breakfast is available to pre-
book for a supplement at some of the hotels we use.

All meals arranged by us must be pre-booked in advance of your trip and your menu 
choice will be set for the whole group in most instances.

Hard Rock Café
999 E ST NW

This rock ‘n’ roll-themed restaurant with a high-energy vibe is popular with students.

Classic Rock: Hard Rock’s Lil Rock 6 oz. Burger, Cheeseburger or Bacon Cheeseburger, 
BBQ Pulled Pork Sandwich or Honey Mustard Grilled Chicken Sandwich – all served 
with fries, or Pasta with Marinara Sauce with garlic toast or Chicken Caesar Salad 
(available without chicken) plus chocolate chip cookies. Choice of coffee, tea or soda. 

Legendary: Legendary Premium-sized 8 oz. Angus Beef Cheeseburger or Bacon 
Cheeseburger (or veggie option), Tupelo Chicken Tenders, BBQ Pulled Pork Sandwich – 
all served with fries, or Twisted Mac & Cheese with garlic toast or Chicken Caesar Salad 
(available without chicken) plus chocolate chip cookies. Choice of coffee, tea or soda. 

Boxed Lunch: Ham & Cheese in a Flour Tortilla, Roast beef on Potatoe Bun, Turkey & 
Cheese on Panini Bread, Veggie Wrap on a Flour Tortilla – all served with crisps, two 
cookies and a canned soft drink or bottled water. 

Potbelly Sandwich Shop Restaurant
1445 K Street NW (McPherson Square)

This restaurant closes to the public at 8pm so your group will have the space to 
themselves.

Dinner menu: Choice of sandwich (Turkey. Beef, Grilled Chicken, Mediterranean 
Vegetarian) with crisps and choice of side dish (chilli, macaroni cheese or soup), a 
milkshake (chocolate, vanilla or Oreo), large oatmeal chocolate chip cookie and 
fountain soft drinks.

Harriet’s Restaurant
432 11th St NW

Popular with groups this family restaurant is located in downtown D.C.

Dinner option 1: Choose from cheese or veggie burger, macaroni cheese, chicken 
tenders or a tossed green salad with French fries, a cookie and soft drink. 

Dinner option 2: Buffet dinner (garlic bread, tossed green salad, steamed vegetables, rice, 
French fries or cheddar mashed potatoes), plus choice of 3 entrées, either baby back ribs, 
grilled Italian chicken, spaghetti and meatballs, salmon, battered cod, beef  stroganoff, 
beef  lasagne or veggie lasagne, plus chocolate cake, soft drinks, tea and coffee. 
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Getting Around
On Foot

Walking is the best way to see all the majority of Washington’s sights, in particular 
those along the National Mall (as long as you wear comfortable shoes!).

Metrorail
The Metrorails’s expansive network of tunnels and above ground tracks connect all 
four quadrants of DC with suburban Virginia and Maryland so ideal for travelling  
longer distances across the city and across the Potomac River. 

The Metrorail consists of six colour-coded lines: Red, Blue, Orange, Yellow, Green and 
Silver. The lines are connected to each other via transfer stations and many Metro 
stops are serviced by more than one line. Each train car has an exterior electronic sign 
that marks the colour and the direction of the train. Direction is indicated by the final 
station of that line. Please note that the Metrorail stops operating at midnight. 

Metrobus
The Metrobus provides connections for locations not serviced by Metrorail. The 
Metrobus stops are clearly indicated with red, white, and blue signs. The route number 
and destination are displayed above the windshield and on the boarding side of the bus.

Metrorail and Metrobus Fares
You have to purchase a SmarTrip® card before making your first journey, but they are 
convenient and cost effective as they enable you mix your transport methods and to 
get a rail-to-bus or bus-to-rail discount or to transfer free from bus to bus. These 
plastic, rechargeable fare cards can be purchased by cash or credit at any Metro station. 
Please allow extra time in your itinerary to organise these cards for your group. 

Washington D.C. Metro Station
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Notes
To help plan your trip please use this section to jot down all the choices you are 
interested in discussing with us.
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Sport Experiences offers 
the very best playing and 
spectator tours to teams 
of all ages; from exclusive 
sports festivals to major 
sporting events such as 
the Wimbledon Tennis 
Championships.

The Royal British Legion tours 
educate young people about 
the realities of conflict, those 
affected by wars and the 
importance of peace. Led by 
dedicated military historians 
these European and UK tours 
bring the past to life.

O
u

r 
S

is
te

r 
B

ra
n

d
s

Our Safety Management System
The safety and wellbeing of you and your students is our absolute 
priority. We operate a detailed Safety Management System, with all 
suppliers chosen for the quality of their services and compliance with 
our safety management standards. 

The Learning Outside the Classroom Quality 
Badge is the nationally recognised indicator 
of good quality educational provision and 
represents a national accreditation for  
learning and safety.

The School Travel Forum is a group of leading 
school tour operators who promote good 
practice and safety in school travel. As an 
Assured Member we adhere to the rigorous 
Code of Practice and the externally verified 
Safety Management Standards.

24-hour office support is provided throughout

your time away with us.

Your Financial Peace of Mind
Study Experiences is a trading brand of WST Travel Ltd. In line with
the EC Directive on package travel, all customers enjoy complete 
financial protection through our ABTA bond, so all payments are safe.

@studyandsport

Keep in touch:

We offer tours for a wide 
range of subjects  
and levels of study, including 
AS/A Level, GCSE, Key Stage 
3 and Key Stage 2. 
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Vietnam Veteran’s Memorial

Call: 020 8335 4455
Visit: www.studyexperiences.co.uk
Study Experiences, Crosspoint House, 28 Stafford Road, Wallington, Surrey SM6 9AA


