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How to Personalise your trip
1. Please take time to review this guide. Each option details what you can experience

during your trip and useful information. All of the options are suitable for Cross-
Curricular groups, but most are also suitable for those students studying History
of Art and/or Art & Design.

2. Having decided what you would like to incorporate into your itinerary, contact
your Tours Specialist for the latest price list and they will help you create your
personalised trip.

Your Study Experiences Team
Your Study Experiences Team will be available throughout your booking, helping you 
create the ideal trip for your educational needs and supporting you during the build 
up to the trip itself. 

Call us on 020 8335 4455 or 

email team@studyexperiences.co.uk

This guide details all the visits and attractions that we currently offer in
Florence. All the options featured have been researched by our education 
and travel experts to help ensure your trip meets your learning objectives 
and outcomes. 
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Visits & Attractions

Piazza del Duomo
The beating heart of Florence is the Piazza del Duomo, with its monumental 
complex of the Basilica di Santa Maria del Fiore (Florence’s Cathedral) surmounted 
by Brunelleschi’s majestic dome; the Battistero di San Giovanni (St. John’s Bapistry), 
a magnifi cent example of the Florentine Romanesque; and Giotto’s Campanile (Bell 
Tower), a Florentine Gothic architectural master work. Behind the Duomo stands 
the Museo dell’Opera di Santa Maria del Fiore. Together this series of buildings and 
landmarks are of great historical, religious, architectural, artistic and cultural interest.

Basilica di Santa Maria del Fiore - Il Duomo 
(Florence’s Cathedral)*
Named in honour of Santa Maria del Fiore, Florence’s cathedral, the 4th largest in 
the world, stands tall over the city with its magnifi cent Renaissance dome designed 
by Filippo Brunelleschi. This vast Gothic structure was built on the site of the 7th 
century church of Santa Reparata, the remains of which can be seen in the crypt.

The exterior of the cathedral is quite impressive; its rich polychrome ornamentation, 
an effect yielded by the combination of colours, materials and sculptural motifs, as 
well as by the various religious scenes embellishing the façade, the rose window, the 
spandrels, the lunettes, and the columns. In contrast, the majority of the interior is 
quite plain although certain valuable masterpieces can be found within the edifi ce, 
such as the statues of the apostles, a fresco by Giotto in the south apse and the 
stained glass windows in the north apse, conceived by Ghiberti and the largest 
artwork within the cathedral is Giorgio Vasari’s frescoes of the Last Judgment (1572-9) 
– designed by Vasari but painted mostly by his less-talented student Frederico Zuccari.

The dome designed by Filippo Brunelleschi is egg-shaped but very distinctive. To see 
the inside of the dome up close and enjoy the extraordinary view of Florence it offers, 
is to climb its 463 steps (there is no lift): the route takes you by the interior of the 
dome where you can admire Giorgio Vasari’s frescoes.

Battistero di San Giovanni (St. John’s Baptistry)*
A magnifi cent example of Florentine Romanesque architecture, the Battistero di San 
Giovanni, dedicated to Florence’s patron saint is one of the most ancient churches in 
Florence and sits opposite the city’s cathedral, the church of Santa Maria del Fiore.

This fascinating structure, combining faith, history and art, is octagonal in plan, the 
structure it is completely clad in slabs of white Carrara and green Prato marble. It 
is covered by a dome of eight segments resting on perimetral walls, but the dome 
cannot be detected from the outside because it is concealed by the walls being raised 
above the arcade on the second level and crowned by a fl attened pyramidal roof.

Giotto’s Campanile (Bell Tower)*
Standing at 84.7 metres tall and approximately 15 metres wide, Giotto’s Campanile 
is the most eloquent example of 14th century Gothic architecture in Florence. Giotto 
began the construction of the bell tower in 1334 and, after his death, fi rst Andrea 
Pisano and then Francesco Talenti continued to oversee and design the tower which 
was fi nally completed in 1359. 

Clad in white, red and green marble like the cathedral adjacent to it, the majestic 
square bell tower, considered to be the most beautiful campanile in Italy, likely to have 
been designed more for decorative than for functional purposes. The rich decorative 
apparatus comprising hexagonal panels and lozenges embodies the concept of 
Universal Order and tells the story of the Redemption of Mankind. The reliefs begin 
with the Creation of Man and continue with a depiction of his Activities, the Planets 
which regulate the course of his existence, the Virtues which fortify him, the Liberal 
Arts which educate him and the Sacraments which sanctify him.

The fi nal feature in Talenti’s design is a large projecting terrace at the top which 
functions as a panoramic roof replacing a spire in Giotto’s original design. The climb up 
the 414 narrow steps of the tower to reach the roof is gradual as it has three middle 
fl oors – not just ideal to take in the panorama of Florence’s cathedral square below, 
but also allowing respite from the climb.

*One ticket can be used to visit the 4 buildings in the monumental complex Piazza del Duomo over
a period of 48 hours: Basilica di Santa Maria del Fiore (the cathedral, dome interior and the crypt), 
Battistero di San Giovanni, Giotto’s Campanile and the Museo dell’Opera di Santa Maria. 
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Piazza della Signoria
Piazza della Signoria represents the historical hub of civil and political life, and hosts 
the 13th century Loggia dei Lanzi, the Fountain of Neptune and the Palazzo Vecchio, 
one of the city’s most symbolic monuments.

Described as an open-air museum, several of the sculptures in the Piazza are 
considered contradictory. The David (the original is in the Galleria dell’Accademia) by 
Michelangelo was placed outside the Palazzo Vecchio as a symbol of the Republic’s 
defiance of the tyrannical Medici. Bandinelli’s Hercules and Cacus (1534) to the right 
of the David was appropriated by the Medici to show their physical power after their 
return from exile. The Nettuno (1575) by Ammannati celebrates the Medici’s maritime 
ambitions and Giambologna’s equestrian statue of Duke Cosimo I (1595) is an elegant 
portrait of the man who brought all of Tuscany under Medici military rule.

The graceful Loggia dei Lanzi, which sits to the right of Palazzo Vecchio and functions 
as an open-air sculpture gallery, was designed by Orcagna in 1376. The statue of 
Perseo holding Medusa’s head, by Benvenuto Cellini (1554), is a stark reminder of what 
happened to those who crossed the Medici. Together with Giambologna’s Rape of the 
Sabines, these are two of many impressive sculptures found under the curved arches 
of the Loggia dei Lanzi.

Palazzo Vecchio
Palazzo Vecchio is the main symbol of civil power for the city of Florence. The 
entire construction also rests on top of the ancient theatre of the Roman colony 
of Florentia (dating back to the first century A.D.), whose ruins can be seen in the 
underground level.

The magnificence of this building’s exterior that you see today, medieval in its style, 
is due in large part to the design of Arnolfo di Cambio. Extensive renovation and 
interior decoration were made around 1540, when Duke Cosimo I de’ Medici and his 
wife Eleonora of Toledo decided to turn the palace into their residence. The court of 
the Medici was transferred to Palazzo Vecchio (from Palazzo Medici-Riccardi), which 
was transformed into a labyrinth of institutional chambers, apartments, terraces and 
courtyards. All the rooms are magnificently decorated by artists such as Michelangelo, 
Giorgio Vasari and Donatello.

In particular, the Salone dei Cinquecento (Hall of the Five Hundred) is the largest and 
most important room in terms of artistic and historical value inside the palace. This 
impressive hall has a length of 54 metres, a width of 23 metres and a height of 18 
metres. Panelled ceilings and large wall frescoes, golden decorations and imposing 
sculptures are worth seeing. Self-guided visits or guided tours of the Palazzo’s 
museum, the Tower or Roman Ruins can be arranged.

Fountain of Neptune
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Uffizi Gallery
Located in the heart of Florence, the Uffizi Gallery hosts unique artworks and 
masterpieces the majority of which are from the Renaissance period. Included are works 
of art by great Italian artists such as Botticelli, Giotto, Cimabue, Michelangelo, Leonardo 
da Vinci and Raffaello, just to name a few of the most famous. Never intended to be 
a museum it is organised as a long labyrinth of rooms with impressive works of art 
displayed roughly in chronological order along a U-shaped Renaissance building.  
Pre-booked entrance tickets are recommended or guided tours can be arranged.

Vasari Corridor
The Vasari Corridor is a long, raised passageway that connects Palazzo Vecchio in Piazza 
della Signoria to Palazzo Pitti on the other side of the river Arno. It passes through and 
along some of Florence’s most important landmarks, over the Ponte Vecchio and ends 
up in the Boboli Gardens.

The passageway was designed and built in 1564 by Giorgio Vasari in just 6 months to 
allow Cosimo de’ Medici and other Florentine nobles to walk safely through the city, 
from the seat of power in Palazzo Vecchio to their private residence, Palazzo Pitti. It 
was at this time that the butcher’s, fishmongers and tanners shops were removed and 
replaced by jewellers in order that the nobles did not have to suffer the foul stench of 
the industrial waste.

The passageway contains over 1000 paintings, dating from the 17th and 18th centuries, 
including the largest and very important collection of self-portraits by some of the most 
famous masters of painting from the 16th to the 20th century, including Filippo Lippi, 
Rembrandt, Velazquez, Delacroix and Ensor. It is very difficult to pre-book group tours 
but sections of the passageway can be viewed from the outside.

Ponte Vecchio Bridge
Spanning the narrowest point of the Arno River, the Ponte Vecchio Bridge – “Old Bridge” 
in Italian – is the most famous bridge in Florence. The bridge is made of wood and stone 
and it is believed that it dates back to Roman times, although it has gone through at 
least two reconstructions since due to flooding.

Not just a functional structure for crossing the river, the bridge is also a road, a market 
place and piazza. There have been shops on Ponte Vecchio since the 13th century. 
Initially, there were all types of shops, including butchers, fishmongers and tanners, but 
due to the smell caused from some of the establishment’s, in 1593 Ferdinand I decreed 
that only goldsmiths and jewellers be allowed to have their shops on the bridge. As you 
walk across the bridge, the small shops are interrupted by two wide terraces which open 
out on to an impressive view of the river. 

Ponte Vecchio Bridge



6 Call us on 020 8335 4455 – We’re here to help!

Palazzo Pitti
This impressive palace is one of Florence’s largest architectural monuments and 
houses some of the most important museums in Florence including the Palatine 
Gallery and the Gallery of Modern Art.  

The original palazzo was built for the Pitti family in 1457, designed by Filippo 
Brunelleschi and built by his pupil Luca Fancelli. The original construction consisted 
of only the middle cube of the present building (the middle seven windows on the 
top floor). In 1549, the property was sold to the Medici’s and became the primary 
residence of the grand Ducal family. The palace was then enlarged and altered; from 
1560, Bartolomeo Ammannati designed and added the grandiose courtyard and two 
lateral wings.

The Pitti Palace houses some of the most important museums in Florence: on the 
first floor is the Palatine Gallery, containing a broad collection 16th and 17th century 
paintings, and the Royal Apartments, containing furnishings from a remodelling done 
in the 19th century; on the ground floor and mezzanine the Silver Museum (Museo 
degli Argenti) displaying a vast collection of Medici household treasures; and the 
Gallery of Modern Art is on the top floor, holding a collection of mostly Tuscan 19th 
and 20th century paintings. In the separate Palazzina del Cavaliere on the upper slopes 
of the Boboli Gardens is the Porcelain Museum, while the Palazzina of the Meridiana 
contains the Costume Gallery, a showcase of the fashions of the past 300 years. All 
within the Palazzo Pitti; The Palatine Gallery, the Royal Apartments and the Gallery of 
Modern Art can be visited with one ticket.

Boboli Gardens
Behind the Palazzo Pitti lie the beautiful Boboli Gardens. A fine example of 16th 
century Italian landscaped gardens they extend from the hill behind the palace a far 
as Porta Romana. Commissioned by the Medici family, it became the prototype of the 
Italian-style garden for many European courts. Its huge green expanse is scattered 
with plenty of ancient and modern statues, monumental fountains and grottos. 
Entrance tickets include access to the Treasury of the Grand Dukes, Costume and 
Fashion Museum, Porcelain Museum and Bardini Garden.

Boboli Gardens
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Galleria dell’Accademia
This art museum is home to several marble sculptures created by Michelangelo which 
includes the famous and impressive David. Created between 1501 and 1504 this 14 
foot high marble statue depicting the Biblical hero David, represented as a standing 
male nude, is not only a masterpiece of Renaissance sculpture but probably the most 
famous sculpture in the world. The most famous section of the Galleria is considered 
the Hall of the Prisoners, displaying Michelangelo’s unfinished “Slaves” but there are 
also other works on display by Perugino, Giambologna, Botticelli (Madonna and Child 
and Madonna of the Sea) and Alessandro Allori. Pre-booked entrance tickets or guided 
tours can be arranged.

The Bargello National Museum
This museum has a remarkable collection of sculpture and works of art. It occupies an 
impressive building built for the Capitano del Popolo in the mid-13th century, which 
later became the seat of the Podestà and Council of Justice. Since 1865 the palazzo 
has housed the National Museum, bringing together many important Renaissance 
sculptures, including masterpieces by Donatello, Luca della Robbia, Verrocchio, 
Michelangelo and Cellini. The museum was subsequently enriched with splendid 
collections of bronzes, majolica, waxes, enamels, medals, seals, ivories, amber, 
tapestries, furniture and textiles from the Medici collections and those of private 
donors. Pre-booked entrance tickets or guided tours can be arranged.

Market in Florence

San Lorenzo Market
Located in the San Lorenzo quarter, just 5 minutes walk from the Cathedral, this 
market consists of two separate markets, an indoor market, known at the Mercato 
Centrale and the outdoor section that lines the surroundings streets of the large 
Mercato Centrale building. Worth a visit not only as a break from sightseeing but as a 
pit stop for a snack or lunch.

Open Monday-Saturday the outdoor section of the market which runs along several 
streets surrounding the Mercato Centrale has numerous stalls on either side of the 
street with vendors selling pottery, clothing, notebooks and various leather goods 
including bags, belts, wallets and jackets – ideal for gifts and souvenirs.  

At the indoor market (Mercato Centrale) there are two levels. On the ground floor, you 
will find the butchers, fishmongers, fruit and vegetable vendors and small specialty 
shops selling local olive oils, meats, cheeses and more. This floor is open every 
Monday to Friday morning from 7am to 2pm, Saturday from 7am to 5pm and is closed 
on Sunday and public holidays.

The first floor of the market showcases bread and confectionary, fresh fish, fried 
food and rissoles, fruit and vegetables, meats and salamis, cheeses, chocolate and ice 
cream, fresh pasta, wines and sandwiches. All the shops are run by artisanal traders 
who share a passion for their craft. Aside of any shopping there are 500 places to sit 
and enjoy wholesome fare with all dishes prepared inside the Mercato using only the 
raw materials on sale inside the Mercato itself. A good options for grabbing a snack or 
light lunch, this floor is open from 10am until midnight daily.

Palazzo Pitti
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Further Afield

Pisa
Duration: Half Day guided tour or 1-2 hour visit as part of your transfer 
to/from Pisa Airport

Pisa is crammed full of wonderful, historical monuments and buildings dating back 
many hundreds of years and much of the city has retained its medieval appearance. 
In the north-west of Pisa there is an immense green lawn on which four impressive 
buildings stand in gleaming white marble. 

These imposing structures are the enormous, breathtaking Duomo (cathedral) – built 
almost 1,000 years ago, the cathedral’s bell tower – better known as the Leaning 
Tower of Pisa, the circular Battistero (Baptistery) – the largest of its kind in the whole 
of Italy, and the Camposanto – also known as the Holy Field, without doubt one of the 
most beautiful cemeteries in the world. This area of Pisa is known as the Campo dei 
Miracoli or the Piazza dei Miracoli (Field of Miracles).

The famous Leaning Tower of Pisa is part of a cathedral complex called Campo dei 
Miracoli or Piazza dei Miracoli. Constructed of white marble it stands at 60 metres 
and until 1990 was leaning at about a 10 degree angle. Although it was designed to be 
perfectly vertical, it started to lean during construction. The tower is eight stories in 
height and you have to climb 297 steps up a spiral staircase to reach the top!

Leaning Tower of Pisa
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Siena
Duration: Half Day guided tour with private coach hire

Siena is one of Italy’s best-preserved medieval cities, the birthplace of St. Catherine 
and St. Bernadine and is dominated by its unique Duomo (Cathedral) and its striped 
Bell Tower. A tour includes a visit to the Duomo, including the beautiful Piccolomini 
Library, designed to house the church’s collection of illuminated manuscripts. This 
magnificent room features an unrivalled ceiling and large frescoes depicting the 
important events in the life of Pope Pius II. Continuing with a walk through the narrow 
and winding streets of Siena to the Piazza del Campo brings you to a vast and lively 
square in the heart of the city. Twice a year, on July 2nd and August 16th, this Piazza 
del Campo is layered with straw and soil for the running of the dramatic bareback 
horse race known as the Palio di Siena. Visit the Basilica of St. Francis, containing the 
miraculous consecrated hosts that have remained intact since 1730 and then on to 
view the incorrupt head of St. Catherine at St. Dominic’s Basilica.

Lucca
Duration: Half Day guided tour with private coach hire

Lucca, the birthplace of Giacomo Puccini, is a lovely entirely-walled city. Its thick 
swathe of Renaissance walls, enclosing an almost entire medieval street plan, its 
palaces and houses make Lucca one of the most popular cities to visit in Italy. The 
most enjoyable way to get your bearings is to follow the path around the top of the 
walls and then delve into the medieval streets, walking past ancient house façades 
and making time for some shopping in one of the quaint shops in and around Via 
Fillungo. The 14th century cathedral Duomo of San Martino houses Nicola Pisano’s 
Descent from the Cross. Also, don’t miss the multi-patterned columns at “San 
Michele”, the church of the archangel. Climbing up the Guinigi Tower, where an old oak 
tree grows on top, is just as fascinating as entering the Piazza Anfiteatro, the ancient 
amphitheatre, with its marvellous façades and balconies.

Siena
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Where to Eat 
Eating out in Florence is an experience in itself and traditional eateries compete with 
the modern fast-food style outlets that can be found in any European city. 

Study Experiences works with selected restaurants in Florence enabling us to arrange 
meals to suit your budget and tour itinerary. The choice of restaurants includes but is 
not limited to those listed below. 

All meals arranged by us must be pre-booked in advance of your trip. Please also note 
that the choice in each course has to be the same for the whole group.

Ristorante Lorenzo dei Medici*
Via del Giglio 49 – 50123 

*Gluten Free options available

Ristorante Alfredo
Viale Don Giovanni Minzoni, 3, 50129 

Ristorante Mamma Napoli
Piazza del Mercato Centrale, 17/18R, 50123

Ristorante Cavallino
Via delle Farine, 4, 50122

Hard Rock Café
Brunelleschi 1, Piazza Della Repubblica, 50123

Meal includes: Choice of main course, ice cream for dessert and either a soft drink, 
tea or coffee.

Main course: Hard Rock Burger, Hard Rock Cheeseburger, Veggie Burger, Honey 
Mustard Chicken Sandwich, House Salad

Getting Around
On Foot
As Florence is quite a compact city, walking is the best way to see its main sights as 
the majority are within close proximity of one another. We do however recommend 
that you wear comfortable shoes! 

Sample 
Dinner Menu:
• Starter – small

mixed salad or soup
• Main – roast 

chicken, spaghetti 
bolognese or 
breaded fi sh

• Dessert – fruit 
salad, tart or ice
cream

Choose from 2 or 
3-courses with 1
soft drink
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Notes
To help plan your trip please use this section to jot down all the choices you are 
interested in discussing with us.
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Sport Experiences offers 
the very best playing and 
spectator tours to teams 
of all ages; from exclusive 
sports festivals to major 
sporting events such as 
the Wimbledon Tennis 
Championships.

The Royal British Legion tours 
educate young people about 
the realities of conflict, those 
affected by wars and the 
importance of peace. Led by 
dedicated military historians 
these European and UK tours 
bring the past to life.
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Our Safety Management System
The safety and wellbeing of you and your students is our absolute 
priority. We operate a detailed Safety Management System, with all 
suppliers chosen for the quality of their services and compliance with 
our safety management standards. 

The Learning Outside the Classroom Quality 
Badge is the nationally recognised indicator 
of good quality educational provision and 
represents a national accreditation for 
learning and safety.

The School Travel Forum is a group of leading 
school tour operators who promote good 
practice and safety in school travel. As an 
Assured Member we adhere to the rigorous 
Code of Practice and the externally verified 
Safety Management Standards.

24-hour office support is provided throughout
your time away with us.

Your Financial Peace of Mind
Study Experiences is a trading brand of WST Travel Ltd. In line with
the EC Directive on package travel, all customers enjoy complete 
financial protection through our ABTA bond, so all payments are safe.

@studyandsport

Keep in touch:

We offer tours for a wide 
range of subjects 
and levels of study, including 
AS/A Level, GCSE, Key Stage 
3 and Key Stage 2. 

P
e

rs
o

n
a

li
se

 y
o

u
r 

tr
ip

Call: 020 8335 4455
Visit: www.studyexperiences.co.uk
Study Experiences, Crosspoint House, 28 Stafford Road, Wallington, Surrey SM6 9AA


