
China
Personalise your trip 

Pick your ideal trip

Check availability

Receive your quotation

Personalise your trip

Organise with our  
travel experts

Enjoy your great value  
tailored trip

4

3

5

6

2

1

✓
✓
✓

Educational Visits and Attractions in China Your trip so far...



2 Call us on 020 8335 4455 – We’re here to help!

This guide details all the visits and attractions that we currently offer in 

China. All the options featured have been researched by our education 

and travel experts to ensure your trip meets your learning objectives and 

provides you and your students with a highly enjoyable trip. 

Study Experiences – Best Value 
As one of the UK’s largest youth travel tour operators, our buying power means we can offer 
you the best value for your school or college. The visits and attractions options available will 
be arranged by our experienced education travel experts.
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How to Personalise your trip
1. Please take time to have a good look through this guide. Each option details what it

involves and the price; with some offering other useful information and top tips!

2. Having drawn up a list of all your desired options, contact your Programme Manager who
will help create your personalised itinerary.

3. If there is a place of interest or attraction not detailed in this guide, we are more than
happy to look into arranging a visit for you.

4. Once we have received your booking form and deposit payment we will then book all your
chosen visits and attractions and confirm them to you.

The Forbidden City, Beijing

Your Study Experiences Team will be available throughout your booking, helping you create 
the ideal trip for your educational needs. Once your itinerary has been planned and your 
booking confirmed, your Programme Manager will introduce you to our Customer Service 
Delivery Team who will be available to help you throughout the build up to the trip itself. Of 
course, in China, our expert Tour Guide will be on hand to assist and support you and your 
students during the trip.



3Email us at team@studyexperiences.co.uk – We’re here to help!

Beijing
With a population of over 12 million people, Beijing is the capital of the 
People’s Republic of China and is viewed as China’s political, cultural, 
educational, financial decision-making and management centre, and where 
the government and NPC (National People’s Congress) are based. With a 
history of over 3000 years and a capital history of more than 860 years, it is 
arguably one of the most historical, cultural cities, and ancient capitals in the 
world. Consequently there is much for a visitor to discover as they explore the 
city’s ancient past as well as its modern present and future.

Included in our Tours
Our 6 & 9-day trips include guided tours of Beijing with visits to iconic sights 
including the Temple of Heaven, Tiananmen Square, the Forbidden City, the 
Great Wall, the Summer Palace and the Olympic Sites (Birds Nest Stadium & 
Water Cube), plus a rickshaw ride through Hutongs and the opportunity to 
meet a local family.

Temple of Heaven
The Temple of Heaven provides the most wonderful example of Ming architecture in 
the city. Built in the 15th century and set in its own 200 hectare park, its dominant 
feature is the Hall of Prayer for Good Harvests, which sits impressively atop a three-
tiered marble terrace.

Tiananmen Square
Tiananmen Square is the world’s largest public square, with its monolithic monuments 
to Communist glory, including an immense portrait of Chairman Mao. Set in the 
heart of the city, it also provides a poignant reminder of China’s hapless democracy 
movement and the 1989 demonstrations. The square is bordered by numerous 
impressive sights, such as Chairman Mao’s Mausoleum, the Monument to the People’s 
Heroes, the Museum of the Chinese Revolution and the Gate of Heavenly Peace. It 
also faces the most well known image of imperial China, the Forbidden City.

Forbidden City
The Forbidden City is a complex of imperial palaces, which for over 500 years were 
home to the emperors of both the Ming and the Qing dynasties. Grand halls and 
courtyards gradually give way to more intimate domestic areas, giving a unique 
insight in to the luxurious lifestyles of the emperors.

Temple of Heaven
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Great Wall
The Great Wall is undoubtedly one of the world’s most awe-inspiring sights. The 
original wall was built over 2,000 years ago as a series of earthworks, erected by 
individual kingdoms as a defense against each other, as well as from invasion from the 
north. It was during the Ming dynasty that the brickwork and stone slabs were laid. 
Stretching almost 4,500 miles from the Bohai Sea to the sands of central Asia, it is 
rightly regarded as one of the seven wonders of the modern world.

We will take you to the Badaling section of the wall. This spectacular section of the 
wall is best known for its numerous Ming dynasty guard towers and stirring views. 
The surrounding scenery and natural gradients ensure that you can fully appreciate 
the enormity of the construction project that was undertaken and, from this section; 
you are also able to see the wall wind its way over the undulating mountains into the 
distance.

Summer Palace
The Summer Palace is one of Beijing’s most visited sights, a huge expanse of parkland 
containing temples, pavilions, lakes and royal gardens, where the royalty used to come 
to escape the heat of the Forbidden City in the height of summer. Even more so today, 
it provides a wonderful contrast to the packed streets and hectic pace of life of central 
Beijing.

Olympic Sites (Birds Nest Stadium & Water Cube)
The Beijing National Stadium, also known as the “Bird’s Nest”, was the main stadium 
for the 29th Olympiad in 2008, hosting up to 91,000 spectators. The stadium looks 
like a nest from the outside, symbolizing a cradle holding the hopes of mankind 
for the future. The main body of the National Stadium is a colossal saddle-shaped 
steel structure weighing 42,000 tons. It is 333 metres long, 294 metres wide and 69 
metres tall. It is the iconic structure of the Beijing Olympic Games and has become a 
recognised landmark worldwide.

The National Aquatics Centre, known as “The Water Cube” is also located inside the 
Beijing Olympic Park. The outward appearance of the Centre is a semi-transparent 
“cube”, with “bubbles” spread out all over its surface, a shape very similar to the 
structure of “H2O”. The Water Cube has been heralded as a spectacular architectural 
achievement and has become both a national pride and international sporting event 
landmark.

Tiananmen Square
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Rickshaw ride through Hutongs and visit a 
local family
Hutongs are the old traditional alleyways and courtyard homes which once covered 
all Beijing. Many still survive today and are pleasant to walk through. Spend some time 
exploring some of Beijing’s few remaining Hutongs and courtyard houses by rickshaw, 
and enjoy the unique opportunity to meet a local family who is happy to share 
with you the intriguing history of their neighborhood, as well as tales of their own 
experience in ever-changing China.

Other Visits & Activities
Depending on the educational needs of your group you may choose to add 
other visits and activities to your Beijing itinerary from the selection below.

Calligraphy Class
Having been provided with Chinese Rice Paper, Pen Brush and Ink your calligraphy 
teacher will first give a demonstration of writing with a Chinese Pen Brush, and then 
will teach you a few Chinese characters. You will be taught how to hold and use the 
pen brush, and how to write with it, so you can write the Chinese characters yourself. 
The venue is arranged according to your group size.

Martial Arts Class
Chinese Martial Art is a sport with an exceptionally long history. After travelling for 1.5 
hours from Beijing, you will be greeted and visit the campus where you will see 
students practicing Martial Arts. After a short demonstration your class will begin. You 
will learn the different strokes of this special art and will conclude with a group photo 
taken with the class teacher. Participants can wear their own clothing.

Acrobat Show 
Chinese Acrobatics is one of the oldest performing arts, with elements of opera, dance 
and Chinese Kung Fu, and has formed its own artistic features. The Chaoyang Acrobat 
Show is the best one in Beijing. In a very typical Chinese setting and atmosphere, you 
will enjoy breathtaking and stunning programmes such as Calvaria Skills, Silk 
Suspending and Hoop Diving performed by world-class acrobats. Chaoyang acrobatics 
includes amazing music, choreography and costumes, backed up by props and lighting.

Kun Fg Su how 
The Legend of “Kung Fu” follows the story of a young boy found wandering outside an 
ancient temple. Like every boy in China, he dreams of becoming a Kung Fu master. On 
the road to enlightenment the young monk encounters many difficulties and 
temptations. The best Kung Fu practitioners from all over China have been brought 
together for this production. The costumes, set design and special effects are of 
international standard, created by some of the best stage directors and designers in 
China. The show is held at the Red Theatre and has English subtitles shown above the 
stage to keep you informed of the storyline. 
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Suzhou & Shanghai
Suzhou
Given its locality to Shanghai’s relentless growth and expansion remarkably Suzhou, 
which is over 2,500 years old, remains a delightfully traditional town, crisscrossed with 
canals and full of exquisitely landscaped gardens. It therefore offers the visitor a rare 
and fascinating insight into bygone China. 

Shanghai 
Situated on the estuary of the Yangtze River, Shanghai, also called Hu for short, is the 
largest city in China. Endowed with many historical sites and a rich cultural legacy, it 
is also a modern city, good at absorbing advanced culture from the western world. 
Shanghai is the most significant industrial and commercial hub in China, and also the 
national centre in terms of economy, transport, technology, industry, finance, trade, 
convention, and shipping. Its GDP ranks top in China and it is only second to Tokyo in 
terms of gross regional production across Asia.

Included in our Tours
After travelling by high speed train from Beijing to Suzhou, our 9-day trips 
include a guided tour of Suzhou with visits to its Lingering Garden, a cruise 
along the Grand Canal and the No.1 Silk Factory. The following day you travel 
by coach to Shanghai (approximately 2 hours). Your two days in Shanghai 
includes guided tours of the city including visits to The Bund, the Oriental 
Pearl TV Tower, the Shanghai History Museum and Shanghai Old City.

Lingering Garden- Suzhou
The Lingering Garden (Liu Yuan) is a renowned classical garden located to the 
northwest of Suzhou, covering an area of approximately 2.3 hectares. It is one of the 
four most famous gardens in China and is listed by UNESCO as a World Heritage 
Site. With a history of more than 400 years, the Lingering Garden has changed hands 
several times. Each owner did his best to perfect it. The garden was first built in 1593 
during the Ming Dynasty (1368 - 1644) by a retired official named Xu Tai. During 
the Qing Dynasty (1644 - 1911), it was bought by Liu Shu. As a calligraphy lover, 
he carved masterpieces on both sides of the corridors of the buildings. He had also 
collected unusually-shaped stones in the garden. The succeeding owners followed his 
model when doing restoration work. Almost demolished in the 1930s, the garden was 
repaired sponsored by the government and then opened to the public.

Grand Canal Cruise - Suzhou 
The Grand Canal of China is the longest ancient canal or artificial river in the world. 
It starts north in Beijing and ends south in Hangzhou City with a total length of 
1,794 kms. In ancient times, the Grand Canal served as the main artery between 
northern and southern China and was essential for the transport of grain and other 
commodities. It also enabled cultural exchanges. The cruise is on the moat of the old 
Suzhou city which is connected to the old Suzhou canal system. When cruising on the 
moat, you will get a panoramic view of the ancient city.

Shanghai Skyline
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No.1 Silk Factory - Suzhou
Suzhou is a city with a long history of silk culture. It has a tradition of mulberry 
planting, silk worm raising, silk reeling and weaving. Suzhou’s silk was an imperial 
tribute and gained a worldwide reputation from as early as the Tang and Song 
dynasties (618-1279). This tour takes you to the No.1 Silk Factory in Suzhou founded 
in 1926 as a state-owned factory. You will experience the amazing process of 
the silkworm creating its cocoon out of a single silk thread that is continuous for 
approximately 3,600 feet. Then you will see the workforce in action, including the 
process of producing handmade silk quilt.

The Bund - Shanghai
Shanghai is undoubtedly the showcase of 21st Century China and its cosmopolitan 
atmosphere is far removed from most of the country’s other cities. From the Bund, the 
city’s vibrant waterfront district where you are surrounded by classic 1930s colonial 
architecture, the view across the river is of the towering skyscrapers of new Shanghai. 
The incredible pace of development is unmatched by any other city in China, even 
Beijing, resulting in a constantly changing skyline.

Oriental Pearl TV Tower - Shanghai
At 468 metres high, this tower is the world’s third tallest TV and radio tower, 
surpassed in height only by towers in Toronto and Moscow. However, even more 
alluring than its height is the tower’s unique architectural design. Furthermore the 
entire structure is sited on rich green grassland to give the appearance of pearls 
shining on a jade plate.

Visitors travel up and down the tower in double-decker elevators at the rate of seven 
metres per second. The elevator attendants give an introduction to the TV Tower 
in English during the rapid ¼-mile ascent. You will then find the Shanghai History 
Museum located in the tower’s pedestal, while the large lower sphere has a futuristic 
space city and a fabulous sightseeing hall. From here, on a clear day you can see all the 
way to the Yangtze River.

Shanghai Old City
Shanghai Old City refers to the large temple complex and the traditional district of 
commerce in the city, surrounding the temple. There are over a hundred stores and 
shops in this area, and most of these store buildings are nearly a century old. The 
temple connects to the Yuyuan Garden, another landmark of the old city. A mall 
next to the Garden is known as the City God Temple Fair, an interesting place to go 
shopping, learn about the customs of old Shanghai, admire structures built during the 
Ming and Qing Dynasties and enjoy the local food. Today, the area is a charming, if 
chaotic, mixture of the new and old, authentic and fake, classic and tacky

Other Visits & Attractions
Depending on the educational needs of your group you may choose to add 
other visits and activities to your Shanghai itinerary from the selection below.

Nanjing Road
The pedestrianised Nanjing Road is considered to be China’s premier shopping street. 
Starting at the Bund in the east and ending in the west at the junction of Jing’an 
Temple and Yan’an West Street, this 3.4-mile-long road is always a hive of activity and 
is a favourite shopping area with locals and tourists alike. The experience of exploring 
this area will leave you in no doubt as to the speed and scale of China’s consumer 
economy. 

Shanghai Volkswagen Car Plant 
The Shanghai Volkswagen Car Plant was founded in 1985 and is a joint venture plant. 
By the end of 2010, it had produced over 6 million cars. The drive from Shanghai to the 
plant is about one hour. On arrival at the Glass Hall of the plant, the plant guide will 
show you an introductory video, before you board a trolley to visit the workshops. You 
will visit the Stamping, Welding and Assembly workshops aboard the trolley, before 
returning to the Glass Hall, where you will see the plant layout map, as well as some 
completed cars. Please note that all visitors must be 13 years or older and no 
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photos can be taken in the workshops. The plant can be visited on the transfer from 
Suzhou to Shanghai or on a different day.

Shanghai Science & Technology Museum
This museum is located on the southeast end of Century Avenue, beside Century Park 
in Pu Dong New Area. Its exhibition space of 65,500 square metres is home to 14 
thematic exhibition halls including the World of Animals, Spectrum of Life, Earth 
Exploration, Cradle of Design, Light of Wisdom, Home on Earth, Information Era, World 
of Robots, Light of Exploration, Human & Health and Space Navigation. There are also 
four special purpose theatres; IMAX 3D Theater, IMAX Dome Theater, IWERKS Theatre 
and Space Theatre, which constitute the largest science educational cinema in Asia.

Shanghai Urban Planning Exhibition Centre
This museum has five floors that detail the ambitious plans of Shanghai’s urban 
planners. Visitors are provided with a glimpse of how Shanghai will look in 2030. The 
centrepiece of the exhibition is a huge scale model of the city of Shanghai on the 3rd 
floor, showing all existing and approved buildings. Visitors can view the model from 
alongside or ascend to a gallery running around it for views from above. The Centre 
also includes photographic exhibits of colonial and contemporary Shanghai, as well as 
restaurants and retail outlets crafted in the style of 1930s Shanghai.

Shanghai Baosteel Group Corporation
Baosteel is the largest, most modern steel complex in China; it produced 44.5 million 
tons of steel in 2010, ranking No.3 among the global steelmakers. Baosteel has been in 
the Fortune Global 500 for 12 years in a row and was ranked No. 218 in 2015. Around 
an hour’s drive from Shanghai, you will reach the Baosteel plant. From the coach, the 
guide will show you the vast scale of the complex and also brief you on its different 
areas. Afterwards, you will visit the hot-rolling workshop, where from the visitor’s 
passage, you will see how thick steel is changed to thin steel and then rolled up. The 
total visit time is approximately 1½ hours. Please note that all visitors must be 18 
years or older.

Acrobat Show - Shanghai Wanping Theatre
Chinese Acrobatics is one of the oldest performing arts, with elements of opera, dance 
and Chinese Kung Fu, and has formed its own artistic features. In a very typical Chinese 
setting and atmosphere, you will enjoy breathtaking and stunning programmes such 
as Calvaria Skills, Silk Suspending and Hoop Diving performed by world-class acrobats. 
The show includes amazing music, choreography and costumes, backed up by props 
and lighting. 

Acrobat Show - Era-Intersection of Time
A round theatre especially for acrobats, the show held at this venue blends Chinese 
acrobatics with state-of-the-art multimedia technology and innovation, dazzling both 
local audiences and overseas visitors alike with incredible stunts, fantastic imagery and 
poetic illustrations.

Evening Cruise on Huang Pu River
Huang Pu River divides Shanghai into east and west, past and future. On its western 
shore the colonial landmarks of the Bund; on the eastern shore the steel and glass 
skyscrapers of the Pudong New Area. The Huang Pu River cruise company offers a night 
cruise to see the lights on the Bund and Pudong. You can admire the views along the 
banks including the high rises, the Outer Baidu Bridge, the Pearl TV Tower, Jinmao 
Mansion, the Pudong New District and the imposing Yangpu Bridge. The cruise lasts 
approximately 45 minutes.
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Meals
Study Experiences includes a full ‘non-chopstick’ buffet breakfast of both Western and 
Chinese cuisine and multi-course Chinese dinner on each day of your tour, as well as 
lunch on your day of arrival.

Peking Duck Banquet - Beijing
Peking Duck has the reputation of being the most delicious food Beijing has to offer. 
Should you wish to experience an authentic Chinese Peking Duck Banquet, the best 
choice is the Quan Ju De Restaurant, which was established 130 years ago. The 
authentic version of the dish serves mostly the skin and little meat, sliced in front of 
the diners by the cook. Ducks bred specially for the dish are slaughtered after 65 days 
and seasoned before being roasted in a closed oven. The meat is eaten with pancakes, 
spring onions, and sweet noodle sauce.

Notes
To help plan your trip please use this section to jot down all the choices you are 
interested in discussing with us.
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Study Experiences’ Safety 
Management System
At Study Experiences, the safety 
and wellbeing of you and your 
students is our absolute priority. 
We operate a detailed Safety 
Management System, with all 
suppliers chosen for the quality of 
their services, compliance with our 
safety management standards and 
experience in working with schools 
and colleges. Furthermore, 24-hour 
office support is also provided 
throughout the duration of your 
time away with us.  

Speak to our China 
Travel Expert Team

For the best advice on your trip and to book up your 
great value tailored trip speak to our team today

Call: 020 8335 4455
Visit: www.studyexperiences.co.uk
Study Experiences, Cantium House, Railway Approach, Wallington, Surrey SM6 0BP

Email: team@studyexperiences.co.uk


